Items discussed in the meeting were current deer herd health and population, previous year's harvest and projected physical conditions of the resident game species. No significant change to hunting regulations was established and most installation guidelines still mirror Virginia and Caroline County hunting regulations.
There was no champaign, wine or cheese but the oversized gold scissors in the Garrison Commander's hands was proof that something big was about to happen.
On a picture perfect warm Friday in July, Lt. Col. Michael S. Graese ceremoniously opened the Down Time Zone facility at Camp Wilcox with a ribbon cutting and a welcome to the first unit to utilize the facility. The 324th Military Police Battalion was the first unit to use the Down Time Zone as the unit's commander; Lt. Col. Ralph I. Martin assisted Graese in the ribbon cutting detail.
"The facility is good because it builds soldier morale", said Sgt. Nina Beamon of the 324th. Beamon made a "B" line for the television area and quickly found a comfortable space to kick back. Beamon, a combat veteran, confirmed the importance of "down time facilities" due to the current tempo of training around the Army.
"We want a facility where soldiers can feel at home, so to speak", said Brian K. Poe, recreation chief of Morale Welfare and Recreation MWR. Poe acknowledged that the Down Time Zone project has been two years in development, but was quick to point out the benefits of a detailed deliberate plan that resulted in the facility soldiers now enjoy. "I think we can be proud of what we have done", added Poe.
The Down Time Facility has two large flat screen televisions equipped with DVD technology, ultra comfortable seating, two pool tables and separate comfort areas suitable for games and small group activities. According to Poe, there are plans to bring high speed internet capabilities to the facility. The facility became operational on July 11. The group of Army officers evaluated FAPH's training possibilities against their current and future needs throughout a base tour led by the Garrison C o m m a n d e r .
"
The visit is helpful because it allows me a chance to plan training opportunities for my unit," said Capt. Erik B. Salus, 212nd Military Police company commander. According to Salus, the training facilities are very comparable to conditions faced by warriors during combat in Iraq. Salus expressed his appreciation of how Fort A.P. Hill provides realistic training to meet today's needs.
The training capabilities were highlighted by Scott T. Kittle, deputy director of Plans, Training, Mobilizations and Security. "We want all the administrative bureaucracy of our facilities to be transparent to our warriors", said Kittle. According to Kittle, there are significant challenges to getting a range operational and keeping it that way. "The Warrior doesn't need to know all that; we are going to continue providing realistic and relevant training so our warriors are prepared for combat."
The group from the Military District of Washington toured the Combined Arms Collective Training Facility CACTF as Kittle pointed out significant accomplishments and challenges. "Never thought we'd get this stuff in the Army", said Maj. James M. Ashburn, planning officer 12th Aviation Battalion. The training here is very relevant to engineers attached to the 12th according to Ashburn. Fort A.P. Hill is home to a very diverse crowd of animals. One might think that with all that goes on here, like the training of our Armed Forces, there wouldn't be much wildlife. The truth is that wildlife, flora and fauna abound here due to the habitat and the management efforts of the Environmental and Natural Resources Division.
One of the common mammal species that you may see, but hopefully don't come into contact with, is the skunk, also known as the polecat. There are at least two different skunk species that can be seen on the installation. The most common and the largest of the two is the Striped Skunk -Mephitis mephitis mephitis , and the other smaller but more agile skunk is the Eastern Spotted Skunk -Spilogale putorius putorius .
The Striped Skunk is not only common on the installation but is the most common skunk in North America. It has 13 subspecies but only two occur in Virginia. One of the two subspecies is the Mephitis mephitis nigra and the other is the Mephitis mephitis elongate. The M. m. elongate is found in the western portion of Virginia in the Piedmont and Mountainous areas while the M. m. nigra is more prevalent to the East on the Coastal Plain. The Striped Skunk is most often found to be colored black with two broad white stripes on its back that converge on its head, but this skunks coloration may vary greatly from mostly black to mostly white. Striped Skunks are basically the same size as a house cat, with the male skunk being about 15 percent larger than the females. This skunk can breed the spring after its birth with the average litter size being five -eight young. The young are weaned at about 8 weeks after birth. A neat sight to behold is the mother taking the young on a hunting trip; the young will follow the mother in single file.
The Eastern Spotted Skunk is small and not as wide spread as the Striped Skunk but it is still possible to see one in this area. This skunk is black with horizontal white stripes on neck and shoulders, irregular vertical stripes and elongated spots on its sides. It also has white spots on top of its head and a tail with a white tip. Due to its size, this skunk is faster and more agile than the larger skunks in the area. The Eastern Spotted Skunk will often flee up a tree to evade predators and to forage.
The life history of both of these skunks is very similar as they both occupy the same habitat. They live in many different types of habitat which include, old fields, forests and cropland. They are often found on Fort A.P. Hill living in beaver maintained habitats. Skunks are not normally social animals but they will share the den sites with other skunks and animals in the winter. They will use the burrows and dens of other animals before they will make one of their own. The skunks normally occupy the underground den sites and burrows of other animals in the winter and then move to above ground dens in the summer time. They are not territorial except when raising their young, at other times they just wander around in search of food and they will den down wherever convenient. Skunks are omnivores and will eat anything from small mammals to insects, snakes, bird eggs, nestlings, turtles and their eggs, and an assortment of fruit and crops in season.
The main predator of skunks is the Great Horned Owl, but mortality also comes in the form of humans, other owls, coyote, fox, bobcat, and domestic dogs. Skunks are not without reproach and they do have a defensive mechanism that we all know about and that is their scent. Skunks use their anal glands to spray their scent 10 to 15 feet away but the smell can sometimes be smelled up to a mile away. The skunk scent spray is not only odoriferous but also has the ability to cause sudden and painful temporary blindness. The only real way to get rid of the smell is to use ammonia or tomato juice, carbolic soap and water to wash the skin. Skunks are not aggressive and want to be left alone. Skunks will use their defensive mechanism if they feel threatened, so it is always best to leave skunks alone! It might seem that after learning all of this, that there is no value to the skunk other than it's occupying a place in the food chain, but that is simply not true. Skunks do have both an economic and commercial value. Economically, skunks are important in that they eat insects that could negatively impact crop production such as cut worms and grubs. Commercially, skunks have been hunted and trapped for both their fur, (the Eastern Spotted Skunk has the finest and silkiest fur of the skunk furs), and their musk. Skunk Musk, once its odor is removed, is used as a perfume base due to its clinging quality.
Skunks are normally more active during the night, but that doesn't mean that you won't see them during the day. Any skunk that is seen should be avoided due not only because of their scent, but also because they are one of the more common carriers of rabies. With that, any skunk seen acting unusual or trying to make contact with anyone should be reported to the pest controller at 633-8457. 
Did you Know?
Many animals have a nictitating membrane which is a transparent or translucent third eye lid used to moisten and protect the eye while still maintaining sight. Humans even had a nictitating membrane at one time. Woodpeckers have a nictitating membrane which they close just before their beak strikes the trunk of the tree; this keeps their eyes from popping out of their sockets. Pretty cool isn't it? Skunks eyes lack a nictitating membrane.
Greg Celesky joins our team as the Supervisory Range Officer. Celesky has served in every enlisted leadership position in Armor and Cavalry units. He retired f rom the Army with 20 years of active service. Celesky is married and has seven children, two of which serve in the United States Army. Celesky is accompanied by his wife Rachel and three youngest children Gregory J., Sierra, and Alexandria. Celesky's hobbies are fishing and hunting.
I c e b r e a k e r : Ta l k a b o u t h u n t i n g a n d c h o c o l a t e l a b s .
Don't mention:
The Remington 1100 shotgun that remains at the bottom of Mattoon Creek after a duck hunting adventure.
Jerri L. Newton joins our team as a Management Assistant in DPTMS.
She joins our team f rom Camp Lejeune, North Carolina. Newton is a Marine who enjoys sports.
I c e b r e a k e r : Ta l k t o h e r a b o u t s p o r t s .

D o n ' t m e n t i o n : D o n ' t a s k h e r a b o u t s n o r k e l i n g .
Christopher B. T. Joyner originally f rom Rocky Mount, NC joins our team f rom the North Carolina National Guard. Joyner's 10 year service with the Carolina Guard culminated as a full-time National Guardsman holding the position of Deputy State Public Affairs Officer.
Joyner is an Operation Iraqi Freedom Veteran and remains in the Army National Guard.
He currently holds the rank of Captain. Joyner holds two graduate degrees f rom Appalachian State University. Joyner's hobbies are rock fishing and turkey hunting. He is accompanied by his black lab Spooner.
I c e b r e a k e r : A s k , h o w ' s S p o o n e r ?
Don't mention:
The nor thern pike that took Joyner 's favorite rod during a fishing trip last year in Alaska. H e i s a g r a d u a t e o f C l a s s 4 6 o f t h e U S A r m y S e r g e a n t s M a j o r a c a d e m y a n d h e h o l d s a d u a l t r a c k M a s t e r of Arts Degree in Management Leadership and Human Resource Development f rom Webster University. He has been married for 31 years to his wife Clara. His daughter Karla is a graduate of the University of Texas. Pauley has served the government for 36 years and is proud to continue his service and contributions to the war on terror. His hobbies include fishing, hunting and he enjoys military history. 
S t a n l e y K . P a u l e y e n t e r s t h e p o s i t i o n o f D i r e c t o r o f E m e r g e n c y S e r v i c e s l e a v i n g h i s a s s i g n m e n t a s C h i e f D e t e c t i v e a t F o r t B l i s s , T e x a s . He retired from the US
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HQ Picnic Area Located on Headquarters Road
The picnic area offers restrooms, shelter, softball field, horseshoe pits and a volleyball field for recreational events.
The picnic area offers restrooms, shelter, softball field, horseshoe pits and a volleyball field for recreational events. 
Community Activities Center
